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F ish ing  abroad  can  be  a  good  way  fo r  t rave le rs  to  use  the  g loba l  un i f i ed  l i f e
movement  to  ge t  c lose  to  the  un fami l i a r  l oca l  a rea  and seek  w i ld  in te res t  . For
example ,  L in  Yu tang  sa id ,  " What  l i f e  does  no t  f i sh  ." Bu t  Tong  Y ix in  ' s  so lo
exh ib i t i on  a t  the  NARS Founda t ion  in  Brook lyn ,  New York ,  i s  ca l led  " New York  C i t y
Fishing Trip" ins tead  o f  " I 'm  f i sh ing  in  New York  ." The “ B r igade  ” concea led  the  lack  o f
ev idence  f rom the  a r t i s t ’ s  own ph ish ing  in  the  exh ib i t i on .  Among the  mu l t ip le
v ideos  on  d isp lay  , he  was  no t  in te rv iew ing  peop le  on  the  r i ve rbank  , o r  was
t r imming  a  t ree  tha t  fe l l  down to  the  f i sh ing  spo t  . In  shor t ,  he  was  no t  f i sh ing  . The
image o f  the  banana  and  the  squ id - l i ke  squ id  pho tos  qu ick ly  sw i tched  ,
supp lemented  by  the  cheer fu l  m inors  o f  anonymous  pornography  , and the buzz ing
underwate r  scene  on  the  p ro jec t ion  wa l l  was  regarded  as  a  na tu ra l  f i sh ing  MTV. A t
the  inconsp icuous  space  en t rance  ad jacen t  to  the  sea f ron t  , the  ca rdboard  dev ice  “
L iasca le  III” (2017) p icked  up  on  the  ou tsk i r t s  o f  the  c i t y  was  hung  by  the  ya rn  and
suspended  on  the  ce i l i ng  . I f  you  th ink  abou t  i t  , you  can  en joy  i t  th rough  i t s  sparse
ne twork  s t ruc tu re .  The  f ragmented  landscape  o f  the  exh ib i t i on  s i te  ( i n  fac t ,  the re
is  no  landscape  a t  a l l ,  no t  even  the  expec ted  " ch i ld l i ke  fo rma l i sm "). To  apprec ia te
ch i ld ren 's  in te res ts  i s  to  use  a  sense  o f  bo redom in  o rder  to  p ick  ou t  the  rea l
mus ic  .

Perhaps  Tong  Y i -hs in  s imp ly  used  " go  f i sh ing  " as  a  method  , and the jou rney  was
more  impor tan t  than  the  resu l t  o f  " f i sh ing  ." Bu t  th i s  sounds  too  much  l i ke  a  s tudy
o f  “ u rban  ru ins ,  ” fo r tuna te ly  the  a r t i s t  hasn ’ t  dec la red  tha t  he ’s  do ing  soc ia l
geography  . On ly  the  news re lease  o f  the  exh ib i t i on  a t tempts  to  in te rp re t  i t  . In  the
near l y  f i ve -minu te  v ideo  o f  " New York  C i t y  F ish ing  Tr ip  - Wate r  in  f ron t  o f  the
bushes  " (2016), Tong  Y ix in  t ro ted  th rough  the  lush  bushes  to  f i nd  wa te r  , ho ld ing  the
camera  and  shak ing  the  camera .  New York  f i sh  spec ies  " repor t  name ", un t i l  t he
wate r  i s  c lose  a t  hand  , the  rap genera ted  by  th i s  mach ine  w i l l  s top  , as  i f  the  f i sh ing
t r ip  was  comp le ted  . The  mos t  po l i t i ca l l y  j ocu la r  mob i le  v ideo  work  “The New York
C i ty  F ish ing  Tr ip  — From the  Amer ican  F lag  to  F ish ing  ” (2016) d id  no t  come f rom h is
de l ibe ra te  a r rangement  : Tong  Y ix in  acc iden ta l l y  encoun te red  one  on  a  “ somet imes
” f i sh ing  t r i p .  A  m idd le -aged  man with a large Amer ican  f lag  pa in ted  w i th  pa in t  on  the
f loodp la in  , the man vague ly  s ta ted  : “ Th is  i s  a  mov ie  . L i fe  i s  a  mov ie  .” A l though  the
sound t rack  fo r  the  v ideo  uses  Trump ’s  campa ign  t rack  fo r  ch i ld ren ,  “ f reedom "
Summon ing  " is i ron ic  , bu t  the  f i na l  focus  o f  the  v ideo  i s  on  a  reef w i th  the  words
"GONE FISH'N!" ( the  p roverb  i s  mean ing less  , it is no t  c lea r  wha t  happened , and it is
absen t  f rom du ty  ) .  The  rea l  pu rpose  o f  the  a r t i s t  sudden ly  S l ip  ou t  f rom the  ac tua l
s i tua t ion  .

In  o rder  to  c rea te  h is  own p ro fess iona l  “ amateur  ” f i sherman image , o r  to  de fend
h is  own f i sh ing  work  that canno t  suppor t  h i s  l i ve l ihood  , Tong  Y ix in  opened  a  YouTube
accoun t  ca l led  “ Gravesend  F isherman ” to  share  the  d isassembly  and c lean ing  o f
ree ls  w i th  fe l l ows  in  the  wor ld  . And  lub r i ca t ion  t i ps  , and  the  f i sh ing  MTV he  qu ie t l y
pu t  on  the  v ideo  l i s t  . I f  one  o f  the  readers  rea l l y  hooks  up  , he  p ra ised  : “ Th is
b loody  v ideo  makes  me very  exc i ted  abou t  no t  smok ing  mar i juana  .” Tong  Y ix in
p roud ly  p r in ted  ou t  th i s  message  . Obv ious ly  he  i s  no t  a im less  f i sh ing  . I t  has  been
suspec ted  tha t  Tong  Y i -hs in ’s  f i sh ing  behav io r  i s  more  l i ke  a  non- f i sh ing  language
game . L i ke  the  H i tchcock  mov ie  “ The  Th ie f  ” ,  the  re t i red  th ie f  d i sgu ised  as  a
f i sherman to  escape  the  po l i ce  and  i s  d isgu ised  as  exqu is i te  . However ,  i f  you  do
no t  see  Tong  Y i -hs in ’s  go ld f i sh  in  the  s tud io  be low the  exh ib i t i on  ha l l  , th i s  k ind  o f
f i shery  i s  no t  be l ieved  to  be  t rue  .

— Wen/ Duan  Z iy ing
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在��钓鱼，可�是�人用全球统一生命运动的途�来亲近陌生�本土、寻求野�的好��，
如林语堂说“人生何事不钓鱼”。但是�义欣在纽约布鲁克林�NARS基金�的个��做“纽约�钓
鱼��”（NYC Fishing Trip），而不是“我在纽约钓鱼”。“�”�饰了�览中艺术�本人钓鱼证据的
��：��的多个视频中，他不是在采访河滩上的人，�是在��一棵�在�钓点的树，总��
在钓鱼。香�的图�和有�类��驳感的鳟鱼照片快速�换，辅��名色情片欢快的小调，�
�墙上咕咚作响的水���，�视作�然的�钓MTV。在这个�邻�滨的不起�的�间�口，城
�拾得的厚纸���《鱼鳞III》(2017) 由纱线悬挂于���不��转，如果动点心思，也可�过
�稀�的网状结构欣赏�分�的�场风�（其实�本是�风�，连预期中的“�式形式主义”也�
有）。欣赏�的�味怕是需要�分的��感������正的乐。

或许�义欣仅仅是把“�钓鱼”当作��，�途的过程重于“是否钓�鱼”的结果。但这听起来太过
�是对“城�边缘废�”的研�，�亏艺术�尚未��自己做的是��地理学，只有�览的�闻通
�尝试�读成此。在《纽约�钓鱼��——�木丛的前面有水》（2016）近五分钟的录��，�
义欣手�相机一路小跑��一片葱郁的�木丛寻找水源，镜头的晃动配�用黑人rap音调�辑的
纽约鱼�“报菜名”，��水源近在�前，这个机�生成的rap��止，好�钓鱼��也�成。��
政�玩笑的手机录�作品《纽约�钓鱼��——从美国国��钓鱼�了》(2016) 并�来自他��
的��：�义欣在“某一次”钓鱼��中偶然遭遇了一�在河滩石块上用油漆绘制�幅美国国�的
中年男子，男子�糊其�地说：“这是一�电�。生活�是电�。”虽然视频的配乐选用��普竞
选�用�声曲目《自由的召唤》，讽刺�味一目了然，但视频�后镜头��在一块�有“GONE
FISH’N!”(该俚语�思是��、搞不清楚发生了什么、��职�)的�石，艺术�的�实目的�然
又从现实际遇中�了��。

为了打造自己专业的“�行”渔夫形�，或者捍卫自己��支�生计的钓鱼本职工作，�义欣开通
了名为“格雷夫森�渔夫”的YouTube账�，��界同好者共��线�的拆卸、清洗和润�技�，
和他���在视频清单里的�钓MTV。果�有一�读者上钩，�赞道：“这该死的视频让我不抽
大�都�兴奋。”�义欣骄�地把这一��打��来，显然他也并不是做�目的的�钓。一�怀
疑�义欣的钓鱼行为更是�钓�钓的语��戏，��希��克电�《捉贼记》中退休的大盗为
了����而伪�成渔夫，且伪�得过于精�。但如不是亲�看见�义欣在�厅楼�的工作�
�金鱼，这�渔乐怕不��人��为�。

— �/ �子�
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