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Tong Yixin :New York City Fishing Trip
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Fishing abroad can be a good way for travelers to use the global unified life
movement to get close to the unfamiliar local area and seek wild interest . For
example, Lin Yutang said, "What life does not fish ."But Tong Yixin's solo
exhibition at the NARS Foundation in Brooklyn, New York, is called "New York City
Fishing Trip"instead of "I'm fishing in New York ." The “Brigade "concealed the lack of
evidence from the artist’s own phishing in the exhibition. Among the multiple
videos on display ,he was not interviewing people on the riverbank ,or was
trimming a tree that fell down to the fishing spot.In short, he was not fishing . The
image of the banana and the squid-like squid photos quickly switched ,
supplemented by the cheerful minors of anonymous pornography , and the buzzing
underwater scene on the projection wall was regarded as a natural fishing MTV. At
the inconspicuous space entrance adjacent to the seafront,the cardboard device “
Liascale II”(2017) picked up on the outskirts of the city was hung by the yarn and
suspended on the ceiling . If you think about it,you can enjoy it through its sparse
network structure. The fragmented landscape of the exhibition site (in fact, there
is no landscape at all, not even the expected "childlike formalism "). To appreciate
children's interests is to use a sense of boredom in order to pick out the real
music .

Perhaps Tong Yi-hsin simply used "go fishing "as a method , and the journey was
more important than the result of "fishing ."But this sounds too much like a study
of “urban ruins, "fortunately the artist hasn’t declared that he’s doing social
geography .Only the news release of the exhibition attempts to interpret it.In the
nearly five-minute video of "New York City Fishing Trip - Water in front of the
bushes " (2016), Tong Yixin troted through the lush bushes to find water, holding the
camera and shaking the camera. New York fish species "report name ", until the
water is close at hand ,the rapgenerated by this machine will stop , as if the fishing
trip was completed . The most politically jocular mobile video work “The New York
City Fishing Trip —From the American Flag to Fishing " (2016) did not come from his
deliberate arrangement : Tong Yixin accidentally encountered one on a “sometimes
”fishing trip. A middle-aged man with alarge American flag painted with paint on the
floodplain ,the man vaguely stated : “This is a movie . Life is a movie .” Although the
soundtrack for the video uses Trump’s campaign track for children, “freedom "
Summoning "isironic , but the final focus of the video is on a reefwith the words
"GONE FISH'N!" (the proverb is meaningless ,itisnot clear what happened , anditis
absent from duty ). The real purpose of the artist suddenly Slip out from the actual
situation .

In order to create his own professional “amateur "fisherman image , or to defend
his own fishing work thatcannot support his livelihood , Tong Yixin opened a YouTube
account called “Gravesend Fisherman "to share the disassembly andcleaning of
reels with fellows in the world . And lubrication tips ,and the fishing MTV he quietly
put on the video list . If one of the readers really hooks up , he praised : “This
bloody video makes me very excited about not smoking marijuana .” Tong Yixin
proudly printed out this message . Obviously he is not aimless fishing . It has been
suspected that Tong Yi-hsin’s fishing behavior is more like a non-fishing language
game . Like the Hitchcock movie “The Thief ”, the retired thief disguised as a
fisherman to escape the police and is disguised as exquisite . However, if you do
not see Tong Yi-hsin’s goldfish in the studio below the exhibition hall, this kind of
fishery is not believed to be true .

— Wen/Duan Ziying
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